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October 14, 2004 
 

MEMO TO RNC ARRESTEES: 
CIVIL LAWSUIT OPTIONS 

 
Many of the people arrested during the Republican National Convention were 

the victims of civil rights violations for retaliation for First Amendment conduct, false 
arrest, excessive detention, and other constitutional violations.  The RNC was a test-
run of a new strategy directed at suppressing dissent, which will certainly be tried at 
future protests.  Civil rights cases for money damages are one way to help prevent it 
from becoming commonplace. 
 

National Lawyers Guild attorneys can assist you in evaluating your options, 
which include a class action, and individual cases.  The experienced civil rights 
attorneys on the list with this memo will provide you with a free consultation and 
answer your individual questions.  They are listed in alphabetical order, and you are 
free to seek more than one opinion.  You should also feel free to consult with your own 
attorney concerning your options.  The following general information describes overall 
options, but your individual situation may vary from them, something you should 
discuss with an attorney. 
 

The Class Action vs. Individual Claims 
 

National Lawyers Guild attorneys are preparing a class action which will make 
three general claims: that people were held too long after arrest (“excessive 
detention”); that the conditions of their detention were unreasonable (e.g., the 
conditions at Pier 57, denial of access to attorneys, denial of access to medications); 
and that they were subjected to mass arrests without committing any crime.  The first 
two claims concerning detention will be available to anyone who was arrested, 
regardless of whether they pled guilty to something or were convicted after a trial.  The 
third claim will be available to anyone who was not convicted (or who did not plead 
guilty) – it will be available to people who took “ACD’s” (Adjournment in 
Contemplation of Dismissal). 
 
   You don’t have to do anything to be covered by the class action, you will be 
notified if the court agrees to let the class action proceed – if it doesn’t, then you can 
consider pursuing an individual case.  In a class action, you would not have to appear 
in court or be deposed (i.e., answer questions from a City attorney under oath).  The 
class will be represented by a small number of individual plaintiffs who will represent 
the class and 
participate more directly in the lawsuit.  Discuss with an attorney whether you wish to 
be a class representative. 
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Many people had individual circumstances which would result in more 

damages if they brought individual cases, rather than letting the class action cover 
them, especially if they were falsely arrested, or if they were seriously injured.  An 
individual lawsuit would require more participation than the class action.  The 
attorneys listed on the back of this memo are available to discuss your situation with 
you and to bring such lawsuits, if you wish.  The attorneys will take cases on a 
contingency basis, which means you do not pay anything up front, and the attorney is 
paid by keeping a percentage of the money obtained through the suit.  The listed 
attorneys have also volunteered to contribute a portion of their fees to the National 
Lawyers Guild to support its mass defense work. 
 

Notice of Claim 
 

A Notice of Claim is a short document filed with the City telling them that you 
are considering filing a lawsuit.  It must be filed within 90 days of an arrest.  If you are 
considering a lawsuit (even if you are planning on being covered by the class action 
suit), you may wish to file one – you should make that decision by consulting an 
attorney.  Therefore, it is important that you consult with an attorney before 90 days 
have passed after your arrest. 

A Notice of Claim form accompanies this Memo.  If you wish to use it, you can 
mail it to the National Lawyers Guild - NYC Chapter, at the above address, and we 
will file it for you. 


