MEMBER NEWS

Former Chapter Co-President
and 2009 Honoree HARVEY
EPSTEIN was the subject of a
New York Times profile entitled
“A Legal Advocate for Social
Justice” on April 13. Harvey is
community development direc-
tor at the Urban Justice Center.

The New York Law Journal of
May 4 featured a case in which
EC member GIDEON OLIVER
obtained dismissal of charges
against a NYC cab driver for

allegedly assaulting a police offi- .
cer who was struck by the taxi Gotta love the babies!

door as the driver attempted to Above: Orla Grace Shiller-Starger, was born April 14,
exit the vehicle. 2009 to Jessica Shiller and Colin Starger.
. . Above, right: Stephanie Morin Taylor and Mark Taylor,

On June 25, in prosecutions NYC Chapter, Co V.P, proudly introduce Helen Elizabeth
arising out Of the infamous Morin Taylor, born Aprll 18, 2009.
“Bushwick 32” incident, MICHAEL Right: Jeffrey A. Rothman and Carmen Zepeda's daughter
TARIF WARREN and DAVE Sofia Faye Rothman-Zepeda, entered the world Wed. morn-
RANKIN won not guilty verdicts ing, November 18, 2009, at 6:37 a.m. Sofia is 6 pounds 11

after a bench trial in Kings ounces, and possessing of a clearly philosophic disposition.

County Criminal Court. The
four defendants were attending
the trial of the Bushwick 32 in
November 2007 and became
involved in a hallway fight with
court officers. The Bushwick 32
were a group of high school stu-
dents who were arrested while
peacefully walking to a friend’s
wake in May 2007. They eventu-
ally received a $257,000
settlement from the city for
being falsely arrested and prose-
cuted.

On September 10, the NLG NYC and the
Mass Defense Committee were honored by the
Arab Muslim American Federation for the
Chapter’s defense of the civil liberties of the
Arab and Muslim Community.

Left: Daniel L. Meyers accepts the AMAF
Award on behalf of the Chapter from AMAF
president Wael Mousfar and Bruce Bentley;
and Susan Howard were recognized for the
ongoing support of the Mass Defense
Committee.

Photos by Bud Korotzer / NLN

On July 5, ROBERT BOYLE
and DANIEL MEYERS won a
Court of Claims verdict for a
man who spent 17 years in
prison after being unjustly con-
victed of murder based solely on
recanted testimony. A hearing
will be held to establish dam-
ages.

Photos by Bud Korotzer / NLN

On September 14, DANIEL
MEYERS and LYNNE STEWART
(right) appeared at a Brecht
Forum event demanding that
the US Department of Justice
open a civil rights investigation
into theMumia Abu-Jamal case.

Daniel Meyers and Lynne Stewart address the audience at
the Brecht Forum.
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Dotty Shtob

Homage to a Fallen Friend and Comrade

(Excerpts from remarks by Guild mem-
ber Hal Meyerson at the Memorial for
Dotty Shtob held on October 11, 2009)

While some of you may only have
known Dotty Shtob as the organizer of
the New York City’s Guild Chapter’s
annual dinners from the late 1970s
through 2005, many of you may not be
aware of Dotty’s pivotal role in revitaliz-
ing the National Lawyers Guild in the
early 1970’s.

While Dotty’s political life spanned
three-quarters of a century—the Spanish
Civil War, World War II, the McCarthy
period, the Civil rights, peace and anti-
war and women’s rights movements, and
the election of our country’s first African-
American president—what she did in the
1970’s for so many of us was profoundly
influential to the rest of our lives.

In the 1950s, the Guild was viciously
attacked by the forces of repression, prin-
cipally by Joe McCarthy and his allies and
many members were driven away by the
anti-communist hysteria. Dotty became
the secretary to the Chapter in the early
1960’s as it was recovering from the ven-
omous McCarthy assault. Her role as a
non-lawyer and a woman left her very low
in a very male and professionally hierar-
chical organization.

Dotty, Mary Kaufman and others pro-
vided a home in the Guild for the Mass
Defense Office through which the Chapter
provided indefatigable legal support to the
anti-war and draft resistance movements.
During that time, hundreds of young law
students and attorneys flooded the Guild
as their political home base. The anti-war
movement evolved into a broader move-
ment for social and political change that
included the cultural and nascent feminist
revolutions of the time. The Guild itself
became a cauldron of argument, discus-
sion, debate and conflict.

Dotty was in the middle of it all. While
many of her generation had withdrawn
from political engagement and could not

make peace with the seemingly “anarchical”
approach of this new generation, Dotty
stayed the course, absorbed this new pulsat-
ing energy and gave so many of us an
incredible woman to work with, to respect,
and to look up to, who clearly bridged deep
generational and seemingly insurmount-
able ideological and cultural divides.

The common thread in the New York
City Chapter throughout these years was
Dotty, a secretary who morphed into the
Chapter’s Executive Director, and a
woman who began at the bottom of the
hierarchy and evolved into a major force
and leader in an evolving and growing
organization and, more importantly, a
steadying hand during difficult times.
While the Guild emerged from these inter-
nal struggles with some bruises, Dotty
tirelessly worked to defend the continua-
tion of the historical role of the Guild.

Year after year, Dotty served as a
bridge between the generations and
among these divisions and helped main-
tain the Guild’s relevance. And she
managed to do all of this without losing
the confidence of so many of us who ide-
ologically disagreed with one another
—Dotty was a friend to all of us.

Dotty was a personal friend to so
many of us. We shared our joys, mar-
riages, and births of our children, our
sorrows, divorces and deaths in our fami-

lies. Dotty’s passionate and nurturing
embrace of her friends was something
special we will remember forever. Dotty
provided the necessary leavening to get on
with our productive personal, legal and
political lives.

Dotty helped make the Guild a com-
munity center for many of its members.
We made life-long friends, our children
played together, we vacationed together,
we helped each other find jobs and gave
each other clients. It was more than a nar-
row political experience. Dotty
contributed mightily to all of us. Over the
last 40 years, Dotty’s “Guild children” have
provided leadership in legal services, legal
aid, civil rights, civil liberties, interna-
tional peace activities, the judiciary and
more. We all owe so much to Dotty and
take a moment today to rededicate our-
selves to take care of the People’s
unfinished business in Dotty’s name.

At a memorial to Pamela O’Malley, a
fighter in the International Brigade that
fought Franco — it was said: “She never
sought positions of prominence. Perhaps
for that reason the footprint of her pas-
sage through this world is deeper and far
more profound than just being well
known to the general public. For the
many of us who did know her, that foot-
print is indelible.” So can it be said it and
should be said for our friend Dotty Shtob.

Photo by Franklin Siegel
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Richard ). Wagner

ORIAM

Memorial Service Remarks of Paul J. Acinapura on the death Richard J. Wagner

NOVEMBER g5, 2009

Here we are today gathered together
sharing, no doubt, some common feel-
ing and thoughts. I would imagine the
most pervasive feeling in the room is “I
don’t want to be here.” Of course, none
of us wants to be here for the reason we
have assembled; our friend, our col-
league, and for those of us of a certain
generation , our comrade is gone.

Sad, yes, mournful perhaps, but an
opportunity for us all individually and
collectively to Reflect, to Re-examine,
and Re-commit as we think about who
this man was, what he did, and perhaps
most importantly why he dedicated his
life in the manner he chose.

I start my Reflections challenged and,
quite honestly confused — how do I sum
up nearly 25 years of collaboration,
friendship, shared struggles both with
adversaries and to be fully candid on
occasion with one another; how to go
about summing up that time and rela-
tionship with this complex man and my
dear friend. Perhaps sounding a bit trite
but accurate words nonetheless. How do
I do that without having Ricky roll-over
in his grave and shout in my ear words
probably inappropriate for repetition
here. I choose today to reflect on the
person, Rick Wagner. You know and
others will, I suspect, reflect upon his
work.

So, I thought my Reflections might
start and focus on adjectives or descrip-
tions which come to mind when and as I
think about Rick. Probably some of you
have done the same over the past month
or so since his death — in fact if anyone
here has done that and found yourself
thinking “stoic, shy, retiring, self-effac-
ing, and patient” then I’d suggest that
you are in the wrong auditorium and
wrong Memorial Service.

If on the other hand, your adjectives
included “dedicated, committed, deter-
mined, forthright with a zest for life,”
then you belong here and are in the

right room as we Reflect, Re-examine
and Re-commit in light of our connec-
tion to Rick, his life and his work. He
was in life as in his work not an observer
but rather a full participant.

An ever present and pulsing life force
in any room he entered and the intense
energy that he brought to any conversa-
tion in which he participated did in
some ways mask the private man he was.
His full and uncompromising embrace
of life that energy and life force which
we saw and experienced in his work also
extended to his “likes and dislikes” in his
private life.

RicK’s “likes, ” not surprisingly,
spanned a wide and complex range of
items. It included full and robust Italian
Red wine, Renaissance paintings, Arturo
Toscanini’s tenure as the conductor of
the NBC orchestra, arias of Maria
Callas, the NY METS, Pavarotti’s voice,
the author James Lee Burke, books over
movies, the Metropolitan Museum of
Art and the Brooklyn Dodgers.

The “dislikes” also ran far and wide
and across decades, it included
hypocrisy, injustice, the New York
Yankees, George W. Bush. Richard
Nixon, Henry Kissinger, Robert
MacNamara — and all the others associ-
ated with America’s imperialist
adventure into South East Asia, George
Allen, the Washington Redskins, doctor’s
visits, exercise and mendacity.

The list of dislikes may have exceeded
the list of likes, but there was a common
element running throughout both — and
that was a passionate engagement with
those feelings. He did nothing half-
heartedly. If he was in for a penny he
was in for a pound.

This passion obviously extended to
his work, what he did, how he did it,
why he did it and where he did it. It is
no accident that Rick spent nearly a
quarter of a century working in
Brooklyn A and in its communities. The
passionate commitment in his personal

life around his “likes and dislikes” was
matched by his passionate commitment
to our firm and our communities.

Thinking of Rick’s passion and dedi-
cation lead me to another “word or
description” with which I would like to
close and that is loyalty, evidenced daily
in his determined and steadfast behav-
ior.

Loyalty to his friends in good times
and bad loyalty to his principles - he
would not and could not abandon them
for short term gain or advantage, and
loyalty to the Brooklyn A communities
and to our form of practice.

Because of who Rick was, loyalty was
hard earned but once given never with-
held or forgotten.

I was tempted to stop and close here
but felt that were I to do so, I would dis-
appoint Rick, in fact he might even feel
betrayed.

That aspect of loyalty was evident
recently in Rick’s response to challenges
and a threat confronting Brooklyn A
and its model of practice.

continued on next page
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Rick Wagner

continued from previous page

There are voices and individ-
uals who would have us
abandon our commitment to
serve and assist our communi-
ties from within those
neighborhoods with its parallel
principle of community input
and control of who we are and
what we do as we serve.
Principles to which Rick had
given his “loyalty”. Voices and
individuals with authority who
would, behind phrases of effi-
ciency and uniformity, damage
if not destroy the model of
practice of our firm which
earned Rick’s loyalty decades
ago never wavering or waning
through the years.

He was until the end loyal to
those principles reflected in our
practice, loyal to his friends and
co-workers in our firm who
each day adhere to those princi-
ples and loyal to the
communities and clients served
by Brooklyn A,

And, finally as important
that loyalty lead him to be
steadfast and determined in his
belief and through his actions
that this threat must be resisted.

Dedicated, passionately
engaged in life and committed
to the struggle for social and
economic justice, like so many
others who spent time with him
and knew him — I do sorely
miss my friend — may he rest in
peace.

Right: Remember in 1975...
when on 24-hours notice
lawyers packed a courtroom
in support of Marty Stolar’s
fight to quash a subpoena
to appear before a activist-
hunting grand jury? Forgot?
Not born yet?

Don't worry! The Newsletter
will be regularly reprinting
articles from NLG-NYC
newsletters of decades past
on the Guild's historic work!

BLIND JUSTICE

N Y .. B carrer

July 1975

GUILD LAWYER
DEFEATS FBISUBPOENA

It has always been necessary,
in the United States, for the
government to disguise even its
most outrageous activities in a

legality, for in this
is equated,

h strenuously 4 1
ceal its repres e undertak

jngs behind & facade of legali-

ty.

To the extent that the state
has been frustrated in these at-
tempts, one must give substan-
tial credit to the progressive
bar, in genersl, and the Guild
in particular. For years the
Guild has provided the organi-
zationel framework for the le-
gal resistance movement, Time
and again its members have suc-
cessful terpesed themselves
between the reactionary govern-
ment and the people engaged in

[progresadve. stouggles. in order

to give those people the time,
to do their

s that it has
d for attack by

new, it
clear in recent
for

ble pon in
people's
essential to
ack on those

this political con-

of this
2

ar for

contact was t
the home ad

ent of h
ed by the F.B to have had a
relationship with a woman who is
now a fugitive. As the client

by Richard J. Wagner

was not himself the subjeet of
a criminal investigation, Sto-
lar offered to arrange & meet-
ing at his office between the
client and the agent, The agent
rejected this offer and pressed
his demand that Stolar disclose
this information, which had
been communicated to him in the
context of the lawyer-client
relationship,

When Stolar continued his
refusal to provide the informa-
tion, the agent threatened to
heve him subpoenaed, On April
2hth he made good on his
threat, Martin Stolar was sub-
poenaed to appear before a
federal grand Jury sitting in
the Southern District of New
York, which subpoena was re-
turnable the following morning
at 10 a.m,

The progressive bar respond-
ed inetantly and powerfully to
this blatant abuse of the grand
jury. By 9:30 a.m. the follow-

ing morning Stolar's counsel,
Jim Reif, hed prepared a Motion
to Quash the subpoena, or in
the elternative, to stay it un-
til the substantlal constitn-
tlonal lssues could be litigat-
ed, and a Motion for Leave to
Appear as Amicus Curiae had
been prepared on behalf of the
Center for Constitutional
Rights, the National Emergency
Civil Liberties Committee, the
New York Civil Libverties Union,
the Association of Legal Aid

Attorneys, the National Confe-
rence of Black Lawyers, the
Puerto Rican Legal Defense and
Education Fund, and, of course,
the National Lawyers Guild.

When the case came before
Judge Plerce that morning there
was a powerful presence in the
courtroom, which was filled not
only with representatives of
the Amici, but with dozens of
lawyers and other supporters,
Judge Plerce, who seemed some-
what taken aback by this show
of strength, heard oral argu-
ments and then granted a stay.
The stay remained in effect
for four weeks before Pierce
quashed the subpena on the
grounds of abuse of the grand
Jury and violation of the law-
yer-client privilege.

However even this signifi-
cant victory in no way dimi-
nishes the threat o the left
ber that the mere issuance of
the subpeona constitutes, This
attempt to drive a wedge be-
tween movement lawyvers and
movement clients, to create
feelings of distrust in the
minds of political defendants,
appears to be only the opening
snot in what may shape up as
& full scele attack on left
legal people. For this reason
every attack, or suggestion of
an attack, on a radical lawyer
must be construed as an attack
on the readical bar itself and
responded to in the clearest
end most aggressive terms.m

=
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New Efforts to Bring in the
Next Generation of Radical Lawyers

BY NORA CARROLL

For young lawyers, law students, and legal
workers, New York City, with its 8 million res-
idents and over 91,000 lawyers, can be
overwhelming. With the glut of attorneys,
countless professional associations, and a
highly big firm-oriented legal culture, it can
be difficult for righteous attorneys to find
each other. Enter the Guild.

The New York City chapter of the Guild
recently created a pair of new projects to bring
the “next generation” of radical lawyers into
the fold. The NextGen Committee and its
Mentorship Project are creating more outlets
for young Guild members, and experienced
attorneys.

Two recent law school graduates, Beth
Baltimore and Rebecca Heinegg, reinvigo-
rated the aptly named NextGen Committee
as a way to bring young lawyers, legal work-
ers, and law students together. NextGen is an
ever-growing group of young people inter-
ested in radical lawyering for social change.

So far they have hosted happy hours and set
up a Google Group for communicating with
members. Interested parties can join by con-
tacting the moderators at this address:
nlg-nycnextgen@googlegroups.com.

Presently, NextGen is involved in several
ongoing projects, including setting up a panel
of attorneys to take prisoners’ rights and civil
rights cases. Plans are also being laid to recruit
and involve recent law school graduates in the
work of the Guild.

NextGen’s Mentorship Project, which was
inaugurated this fall, is an exciting new way for
Guild members to work together. The
Mentorship Project pairs experienced attorneys
with novices, providing guidance for new
lawyers starting out and enabling seasoned
Guild members to impart some of their wis-
dom. The goals of the project are to support
budding radical lawyers, to build future Guild
leaders, and to create lasting bonds between
Guild members. Although the Mentorship
Project suggests activities for mentor/mentee

pairs and encourages regular communication,
the relationship is largely open to interpretation.
The Mentorship Project needs more men-
tors! Here I feel compelled to personally attest
that working with my Guild mentor, Martin
R. Stolar, has been one of the best things that
has happened to me since graduating from
law school. Like many Class of 2009 gradu-
ates, I am still looking for a full- time job and
not expecting to find one soon. I have relished
the opportunity to meet with Marty, observe
him in court, and occasionally help out with
research. Through Marty, I have also met
other inspiring Guild lawyers. I would
strongly urge other attorneys to participate in
the Mentorship Program; support is needed
now more than ever in this economic slump.
New mentors will be paired with a young
lawyer or student who is interested in the
same or similar area(s) of law if possible.

GET INVOLVED!

To sign up to be a mentor (or mentee),
please visit the NLG website at http://
nlgnyc.org/ nextgenmentor.html. Stay tuned
for a NextGin happy hour in January.

Nora Carroll is a new attorney, and a Guild
member.

G-20

continued from page 1

November 10. An emergency appeal was
quickly filed, but the motion to reinstate the
temporary restraining order was denied by
the Second Circuit and the Supreme Court.

The U.S. Attorney’s office has confirmed
there is an ongoing grand jury investigation
taking place, but no indication of what the
indictment might ultimately charge—other
than, presumably, violations of the federal
anti-rioting laws. The charges brought against
Madison and Wallschlaeger in Pittsburgh
were dismissed on November 2, to make way
for the federal investigation.

There are two related free speech issues at
stake—one regarding the use of Twitter and
social networking sites by political demon-
strators, and the other regarding the
constitutionality of the anti-rioting law itself.

At the G-20, Madison and Wallschlaeger
were members of Tin Can Comms Collective,
a group that organizes message boards for the
protesters. Anyone, including the police them-
selves, could monitor the Collective’s Twitter
feeds (there were several). If Madison and
Wallschlaeger are charged in federal court
with inciting a riot using Twitter, it will raise
several issues of first impression. For instance,
how do their actions differ from what journal-
ists do? And, is there a causal connection
between “tweeting” and rioting?

“It’s a tool of social and political control. If
you have no other way of prosecuting demon-
strations and discourse that are otherwise
protected by the First Amendment, then you
reach for the Anti-Riot Act,” Leonard Weinglass
told Alternet reporter Charles Mostoller, whose
piece on the Madison arrest and raid is avail-
able at http://www.alternet.org/rights/143461/.

“It’s purely political,” Stolar told Mostoller.

How do their actions differ from
what journalists do? And, is there
a causal connection between
“tweeting” and rioting?

“The government is trying to say that anar-
chists are the equivalents of terrorists, just like
it is trying to say that protesters are the equiv-
alents of terrorists.”

As Madison observed in a recent interview
on Democracy Now, the U.S. State
Department has condemned the arrests of
“Twitter activists” in other nations, including
Iran and Honduras. The State Department
even went so far as to ask Twitter to delay a
planned upgrade that would have interrupted
service during the Iranian election contro-
versy. On Democracy Now, Madison drily
surmised “the State Department will come out
and support us also.”

Though an official statement of solidarity
from Hillary Clinton seems unlikely, the vigor-
ous pursuit and repression of political activists

exercising their First Amendment rights does
seem a vestige of the Bush Justice Department.

The federal anti-rioting law was originally
conceived as a weapon to combat domestic
leftists. The law was originally passed to crim-
inalize the actions of H Rap Brown, a SNCC
activist and later a member of the Black
Panthers. In 1967, Brown gave a fiery speech in
Cambridge, Maryland. Violence ensued, and
authorities sought to hold him responsible.
Maryland governor Spiro Agnew spoke
against him at the time, and Congress passed
what became known as the Rap Brown Act in
1968. The law, a part of the Civil Rights Act of
1968, was included as a concession to
Southern Democrats anxious to keep “agita-
tors” out of the South.

The Chicago 8, arrested at the Democratic
National Convention of 1968, were prose-
cuted under this statute, now codified at 18
U.S.C. § 2101. The law was found to be consti-
tutional in the Dellinger (Chicago 8) case, but
it has never been reviewed by the Supreme
Court. It could be vulnerable to an as-applied
challenge to the constitutionality of incrimi-
nating the use of Twitter at protests.

For now, there is little that can be done
until the grand jury issues indictments. But
when that happens, Guild members and
defenders of civil liberties everywhere should
pay close attention as this case unfolds.

Nora Carroll is a new attorney, and a Guild
member. She is assisting Martin R. Stolar in his
defense of the Madisons.
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SPRING FLING '09

The chapter held its annual Spring Fling on April 17 at the beautiful, historic Orensanz Center on
the Lower East Side. A festive overflow crowd honored nearly four dozen housing and tenants’
rights practitioners.

Honorees were Daniel L. Alterman, Ann Fawcett Ambia, Susan Barrie, Arlene F. Boop, Susan M.
Cohen, Timothy L. Collins, Stephen Dobkin, Harvey Epstein, Polly Eustis, Hillary Exter, Robyn D.
Fisher, James B. Fishman, William ). Gribben, Amy Hammersmith, Kenneth B. Hawco, Samuel ).
Himmelstein, Janet Ray Kalson, Kent Karlsson, Robert A. Katz, Bill Leavitt, Stuart W. Lawrence, Jon
Lilienthal, Seth A. Miller, Roberto Morrero, Martin S. Needelman, Paul Peloquin, Deborah Rand,
Jessica Rose, Ollie Rosengart, Kenneth Schaeffer, Andrew Scherer, Mary E. Sheridan, Heidi
Siegfried, Barbara Small, Gibb Surette, Susan D. Susman, Richard ). Wagner, Marti Weithman.

Scott Sommer and Deborah Rand

b
: __‘f" — \ | T
Paul Keefe and Dave Rankin Douglas Cuthbertson, Marty Stolar and Craig Kaplan, Michael Ratner, Danny Greenberg and
Tamar Kraft-Stolar Rick Wagner

Danny Alterman, Emily Jane Goodman and Gus Lynn Stewart, Bob Boyle, Yetta Kurland, Susan Barrie,
Reichbach Susan Cohen & Janet Ray Kalson

Gideon Oliver Emily Kunstler Jared & Saluda Reinmuth, Joanie Reinmuth, Debbie Hrbek and Bob Boyle
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Sam Himmelstein and Felicia Michael of the
“Love Handles”

[
Andrew Scherer holding the print made especially for Wﬁ,
the Tenants Rights Movement Honorees by Seth A

Tobocman entitled, “symbol for the radical housing

movement” Jon Lilienthal and James Fishman

Susan Cohen and Gibb Surrette.
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LAW SCHOOL ROUND-UP

The BROOKLYN LAW-NLG CHAPTER
organized a benefit for Families United for
Racial and Economic Equality (FUREE) and
South Brooklyn Legal Services (SBLS) on
November 12. FUREE’s film Some Place Like
Home about the gentrification of Downtown
Brooklyn was screened and followed by a panel
discussion featuring Wanda Imasuen (FUREE
lead organizer), Jennifer Levy and Jane Landry-
Reyes (SBLS attorneys) and Joy Chatel, an SBLS
client featured in the film. On November 10,
BLS-NLG, with Brooklyn for Peace, hosted a talk
with Josh Ruebner (U.S. Campaign to End the
Israeli Occupation) on the various aspects of
U.S. military aid to Israel. On October 7, BLS-
NLG co-sponsored “Transgender Hate Crimes:
Victims, their Families and Advocates Speak
Out,” which featured Michael Silverman
(Transgender Legal Defense and Education
Fund) and Andy Marra (Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)), as well
as Leslie Mora and Carmella Etienne, victims of
hate crimes in Queens, and the family of the late
Lateisha Green, who was murdered because of
her gender expression. In addition to holding its
semi-annual Legal Observer and Immigration
Court Watch trainings, the BLS-NLG chapter,
with invaluable assistance from the CUNY NLG
chapter and NYCLU, held its first Street Law
Project trainings during the Fall 2009 semester.
During the Spring 2009 semester, BLS-NLG will
organize panels focused on food justice among
many other events on and off campus.

CARDOZO NLG?’s focus this semester has
been strengthening our connection to the
larger NLG community. NYC-NLG chapter
president Susan Tipograph was the guest
speaker at our first general meeting on
September 23. On September 24, Cardozo
NLG members traveled to Ms. Tipograph’s
office for the NextGen Mentoring Event. On
September 29, Cardozo students attended
Detainee Work Group Training at NYU Law
School. On October 6, Cardozo NLG hosted
the Second Annual Faculty Schmooze, an
event that provides a casual social environ-
ment in which students and faculty can
comfortably interact. Over 80 students and
approximately 20 professors attended. Several
Cardozo NLG members flew to Seattle for the
National Convention in October to learn
more about what the NLG is all about. On
October 7, Cardozo NLG held a Housing
Court Observer training, as part of a student-
run attempt to begin monitoring housing
court proceedings in New York City.

On November 4, we cosponsored an event
with the CARDOZO ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
SOCIETY and NLG attorney Joel Kupferman of
the New York Environmental Law & Justice

Project. On November 9, for the second con-
secutive year, Cardozo NLG hosted the annual
NYC-NLG chapter meeting; a recep-
tion/networking event followed. Following our
participation and promotion of the October 22
screening of William Kunstler: Disturbing the
Universe at Columbia Law School, Cardozo
NLG worked with Sarah Kunstler and Emily
Kunstler to coordinate another special law
school screening of the movie at Cinema
Village on November 15. Prior to the screening,
NLG student chapter members and leaders
from NYC-area law schools met at Cardozo to
discuss working together, strengthening our
individual chapters, and reaching out to the
NYC-NLG chapter and the national Guild.
Cardozo NLG will continue to forge relation-
ships with other student NLG chapters,
NextGen, and the larger NLG community.
Upcoming events: Progressive Lawyering
Panel, Jeffrey Haas speaking about his book
The Assassination of Fred Hampton; Day
Against the Death Penalty; and more.

On November 3, COLUMBIA’'S CHAP-
TER hosted a “Progressive Lawyering 101”
lunch discussion so that students could have
real conversations with progressive lawyers in
different places in their careers. We were
joined by Martin Stolar (criminal defense
attorney), Sheebani Patel (of the Restaurant
Opportunities Center) and Daniel Gross
(founder of Brandworkers). Over lunch, a
group of about 20 students listened to the
inspiring (and often comical) stories about
how our guests follow their passions as
lawyers, and participate in the movement for
social change. Our guests gave us their candid
thoughts on everything from earning a living
as lawyers to choosing classes as students. But
the best part of it all was just spending some
time with some great lawyers who made it
through law school, and came out doing
something they really love.

The CUNY LAW NLG CHAPTER has
been extremely active this semester. We are
continuing our Street Law program, which
brings law student-run “know your rights”
workshops to NYC high schools and commu-
nities in partnership with the NYCLU. We
started an affiliate of the Suspension
Representation Project, representing NYC
public school students at suspension hearings.
To date, six CUNY NLG students have served
as advocates for students at hearings. We are
making progress on our Pro Se Guide to Suing
the NYPD for Terrible Things They Have
Done to You and hope to have a completed
draft, ready for NLG-lawyer review by the end
of January (get in touch if you're interested in
taking a look).

We participated in SCHOOL TO PRISON
PIPELINE WEEK OF ACTION, going to NYC
high schools to hand out Know Your Rights
materials to students in the wee hours of a
week of mornings. We also co-sponsored a
panel on prison reform organized by the New
York City Law Review. The panel featured
Karen Murtagh-Monks (Prisoners’ Legal
Services), Stacey Strongarone (Vera Institute
of Justice), Pooja Gehi (Sylvia Rivera Law
Project) and DeAvery Irons (Correctional
Association’s Juvenile Justice Project). We also
supported Queens College undergrads at the
Protest Project (www.qctalksg20.blogspot.com)
who organized a panel on the suppression of
protest around the G20, Several members of
the CUNY NLG chapter were part of the NYC
delegation to the convention in Seattle. We
held a legal observer training in September.

FORDHAM NLG kicked off the year by
training 17 1Ls as Legal Observers as part of
Fordham Public Interest Resource Center’s
Public Service Day during Orientation for
incoming law students. On September 15, we
hosted a Dis-Orientation to introduce students
to progressive members of the faculty who
shared their insight and advice about the law
school experience. On November 9, Fordham
NLG hosted Anna Baltzer, a Jewish-American
activist for Palestinian rights, for a presentation
on “Life in Occupied Palestine: Eyewitness
Stories & Photos” We sponsored a letter writing
campaign and got members of the Fordham
Law School community to send letters to the
Department of State in support of the recom-
mendations made in the Goldstone Report.

On November 15, FORDHAM NLG secured
discounted tickets for our members to go see
“William Kunstler: Disturbing the Universe” at a
showing for law students with a Q&A with the
directors afterward. In response to an event with
Alan Dershowitz on the findings of the Goldstone
Report organized by other student groups at
Fordham Law, Fordham NLG organized a panel
on November 19 to provide an alternative per-
spective focused on the human rights and
international law issues the report raises. lain
Levine (Program Director, Human Rights

Watch), Jeanne Mirer (Member, NLG
International Committee &  President,
International Association of Democratic

Lawyers), and Peter Weiss (Vice President, Center
for Constitutional Rights & international human
rights lawyer) participated in the event moder-
ated by Eric Jensen, Professor of International
Law at Fordham. In addition, the NLG has co-
sponsored several Fordham events this semester,
including, among others, Prosecutors v.
Defenders, Highlights of the Upcoming Supreme
Court Term and a Human Rights Day Party.

14 « NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD-NYC NEWS « WWW.NLGNYC.ORG

WINTER 2009



GUILD IN ACTION

“Punk Institution Receives City Money for New Building.” Chapter
Coordinator Susan Howard was quoted in a June 28 NY Times piece
about ABC No Rio. Susan is a member of the board of the Lower East
Side cultural beacon, which has raised over $3 million towards con-
struction of a new community arts center.

The chapter co-sponsored and the Mass Defense Committee pro-
vided legal observers for a May 19 rally in Union Square for death row
inmate Troy Davis. President Daniel Meyers spoke on behalf of the
chapter at the Justice for Troy Davis and Mumia Abu-Jamal press con-
ference at the NAACP Convention on July 13.

The chapter co-sponsored the Viva Palestina-USA medical aid con-
voy to Gaza in July. NYC convoy organizers included Lamis Jamal Deek.

The Next Generation Committee kicked off the Guild Mentorship
Project at a party on September 24. The project seeks to support radi-
cal and progressive law students, and promote new leadership within
the Guild. Mentors offer guidance and support for less experienced
members and are encouraged to attend Guild events together and meet
several times a year. The committee, lead by Rebecca Heinegg and
Beth Baltimore, also held “NextGin” happy hours at the Boxcar Lounge
on Avenue B on May 27 and July 30.

“Disturbing the Universe”
a film about William Kunstler by Emily and Sarah Kunstler

REVIEWED BY
AARON DAVID FRISHBERG

William Kunstler, Esq., was God. You know
this, especially if you're old enough to remem-
ber Bill, as I am. Then again, you may be like
Liz Fink, who remembers on screen that even
for those who are Gods in our pantheon there
were moments when they were less God-like.

That said, the remarkable thing about this
film by Emily and Sarah Kunstler is not that it
adds to the hagiography of St. Bill but that it
actually expresses something much more
nuanced, and asks the question that only a
film made by these two women could ask:
“What price glory?”

Was Bill’s willingness to defend the
“wretched of the Earth” justified when it
sometimes was at the expense of his daugh-
ters’ well-being? Did he even stop to consider
their well-being, or was he blinded by the
spotlight that he sought for the sake of his
clients? There are not easy answers in this film,
even though Sarah and Emily do resolve to
make it to honor their father.

They do so only after letting us see their
struggle, and through their eyes as children
who could not understand, for instance, how
Dad could defend an assassin who was
observed at the scene of the crime with a gun
in his hand, answering with hatred and vio-
lence the hatred and violence of Rabbi Meier
Kahane’s Jewish Defense Organization. Even
Margaret Ratner Kunstler, Bill's widow, is seen
in the film discussing how she urged Bill to
stay out of that case for his family’s sake, and
to avoid the risk of being the target of a retal-
iatory assassination.

But Bill was Bill, and his response to any
suggestion that he should back off a case was
to insist that everyone was entitled to a lawyer,
although his daughters asked why that lawyer
had to be their dad.

On the other hand, there was the case of

Yussuf Salaam. Here, conventional
wisdom declared that Salaam was
part of a gang of young ruffians
which had brutally beaten and raped
Patricia Meili, the “Central Park
Jogger,” and that Yussuf had con-
fessed to the crime to the police.
Here, too, Sarah and Emily begged
their dad not to take the case. But, Bill
stepped in and took up the legal
defense of Yussuf. When Yusuf was
found guilty, Bill became obsessed
with Yussuf’s case, fighting to have
the conviction reversed all the way to
the New York Court of Appeals, our
highest court.

But from beyond the grave, Bill
had the last word. Yussuf and his co-
defendants, today known
collectively as the “Jogger Five”, were
vindicated by he confession of the
actual rapist, and the New York
County District Attorney’s office
joined in the motion to vacate their
convictions, which was granted.

In the film, Emily and Sarah
come to an understanding of Bill’s
choices, and reach a personal recon-
ciliation with the life and legacy of their
father; ultimately they pay homage to his
embrace of principle. But we are not fed an
easy answer to the question, “Can you be a
People’s Lawyer and not sometimes neglect
that part of your humanity that takes into
account the needs of the people closest to
you?”

At one point in the film, Bill is seen inter-
viewed by daughter Sarah when she was in
grade school, explaining his views on the racism
of the criminal justice system, while having a
genuine father-daughter bonding moment.

Bill passionately embraced his life’s work,
and as with many who do so who also have

children, he was flawed as a parent. We can
learn from his fierce dedication to the causes
he embraced. But we can learn, too, from this
amazingly personal and yet highly political
movie. Without taking Bill from the pantheon
of saints, if not Gods, it makes him human.

In many respects, “Disturbing the
Universe” urges us to strive to be the people’s
advocate that Bill was. But in other ways, it
also encourages us to take up where he left off,
in making ourselves the best human beings we
can be in our relations with the people we
love.

Thank you, Sarah and Emily. And thank
you, Bill.
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Lynn Stewart

continued from page 1

appropriate and while a new presentencing
report is prepared by the U.S. Probation
Department. She is due to be re-sentenced
on April 22. The government is asking for a
“terrorism enhancement” which would
result in a 30-year sentence.

THE PRESS RELEASE

Stewart’s legal troubles date back to spring
2000 when she forwarded the press release
from Abdel Rahman to a Reuters correspon-
dent in Egypt. In the press release, Abdel
Rahman urged his followers in the Islamic
Group (IG) to reconsider a three-year cease-
fire they had observed in relation to the
Egyptian government. This breached the
SAMs agreement that Stewart had signed.
SAM:s restrict lawyers from relaying messages
from inmates deemed too dangerous to com-
municate with the outside world.

Stewart took on Rahman as a client at the
urging of the late renowned attorney William
Kunstler. She testified that her goal was “to
keep the Sheik alive in the memory of his fol-
lowers,” in hopes that, through political
channels, she could get him transferred to
Egypt to finish his sentence. No violent acts
were carried out by the IG following the issu-
ing of Abdel Rahman’s press release.

Noted criminal defense lawyer Ronald

Kuby has said that it was “not uncommon”
before the 9/11 attacks for lawyers to circum-
vent SAMs restrictions.

In April 2002, the government came after
Stewart with a vengeance, summoning all the
fears present in the immediate aftermath of
9/11. Stewart’s office was raided by counter-
terrorism federal agents, she was hit with
multiple felony counts and virtually branded
as a traitor. She was the first lawyer to be
indicted on terrorism-related charges, raising
fears that defense lawyers who represent
unpopular clients would be increasingly tar-
geted by the government. Much of the
government’s case was based on secret tapes of
her conversations with her client.

“This case would never have been brought
except for the fear generated and the advantage
that the Bush administration was taking of it by
the events on Sept. 11, 2001,” said former U.S.
Attorney General Ramsey Clark.

The scapegoating of Stewart continued in
the trial when the prosecution was allowed to
introduce videotapes of Osama bin Laden in
the courtroom, even though neither Stewart
or her client had a relationship to the Al
Qaeda leader. After a seven-month trial and
13 days of jury deliberation, Stewart was
found guilty. Her co-defendants Ahmed
Sattar, who acted as a paralegal for Abdel-
Rahman, and Mohammed Yousry, an Arabic
translator were also found guilty. Sattar was
sentenced to 28 years in prison while Yousry
received a 20-month sentence.
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The government appealed Stewart’s 28-
month sentence as too low. Stewart’s lawyers
made a cross-appeal arguing that the SAMs
were an unconstitutional infringement of an
inmate’s right to receive and transmit ideas, as
well as a violation of the attorney-client priv-
ilege. Her appeal was denied.

°“This case would never have been
brought except for the fear generated
and the advantage that the Bush
administration was taking of it by the
events on Sept. 11, 2001,” said former
U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark.

The history of this case demonstrates that
the real target of the prosecution is the right to
counsel. Pointing to the upcoming terrorism
trial in New York of five Guantdnamo prisoners,
Stewart noted as much at a press conference
held immediately after her bail was revoked.

“This was a warning to lawyers to do it the
government’s way,” Stewart said, “to pay atten-
tion to what the government rules are, not to
even stray up to the line, otherwise you will

end up like Lynne Stewart.”
Reprinted by permission from the
Indypendent

You can write to Lynne Stewart, Reg. #
53504-054, MCC/NY, 150 Park Row, New York,
NY 10007.



