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“What do I do if the police knock at my door?”
If anyone knocks, don’t open the door. Ask “Who are you?” If it is
the police ask, “What do you want?”

“We just want to talk to you.” If they say they want to come in or talk
with you, state: “I have nothing to say. Slide your business card
under the door. My lawyer will call you.” Move away from the door
and call the NLG (212) 679-6018.

“We have a search warrant.” You reply: “If you have a warrant, slip
it under the door.” If they do, read it to confirm it is the correct
address; if it is, open the door, step back, and state “I am going to
remain silent. I want to speak to a lawyer.” A warrant is sometimes
limited to a specific room; make mental notes of where the police
search. If they don’t have a warrant, again reply, “I have nothing to
say. Slide your business card under the door.”

“We have an arrest warrant.” You reply: “If you have a warrant,
slip it under the door.” If they do, read it to determine if it is a
warrant for your arrest or for someone else. If it is for you [or
someone inside], tell them you are coming out, step out and close
and lock the door behind you and state “I am going to remain silent.
I want to speak to a lawyer.” Do not say or do anything else. If the
arrest warrant is for someone not inside your home, state the
person is not there (or does not live there) and ask for the police to
slip a business card under the door. Do not say or do anything else.

“What if I am not a U.S. citizen?”

There are far greater risks involved if you are arrested and you are
not a U.S. citizen. Talk to a lawyer before coming to a protest.
Always carry the name and telephone number of an immigration
lawyer. Carry any immigration papers you might have such as your
“green card,” I-94, or work authorization with you as well.

National Lawyers Guild (NLG): (212) 679-6018
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD
NYC CHAPTER

Know Your

Rights!

LEGAL NUMBER
212067926018

“I am going to remain silent.
I want to speak to a lawyer.”

NLG Legal Observers in green hats will
document any arrests or unlawful police activity.
Let them know if you see anything.

October 2008

NYC Chapter ¢ 113 University Place, Floor 8 e NYC 10003

nlgnyc@igc.org ®* www.nlgnyc.org
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